CHAPTER 5
ORTHODOXY AND REFORM

Whoso offeieth the sacrifice of thanksgiving glorifieth me;
And to him that ordereth his conversation aright
Will I show the salvation of God.

THE Parsis are in the present day very deeply divided, and
their extreme sections are at least as far apart as the extremes
of Christendom. Credulity at one end, almost complete
denial at the other, vie with each other in the use of hard
words; and religious indifference, far worse than either, claims
its thousands for whom the manifold interests of this life blot
out all vision of the Unseen.

We saw in the last chapter that the Parsi community makes
no provision whatever for religious instruction,1 having no
teaching order, and no opportunities for the giving of religious
guidance except purely spasmodic and occasional efforts* It
is only natural that apathy should prevail widely among
a people very clannish and proud of their caste, but mostly
very ignorant of their sacred books. And it is equally natural
that thinking people should fall under the influence of their
environment. When that environment is modern India, the
results are likely to be curiously diverse.

Some remarks on that environment are necessary if Western
readers are to understand the religious condition of the Parsis.
The subtle but undisciplined Indian mind has swung into
extremes under the impact of the West. First came the epoch
of eager acceptance, when India was proud to wear even the

1 But see p. 168 above.